
Tasking Memorandum No. w-175
Memorandum For Cdrs DCMDs, DCMC CAOs
Subject: “Commercial item Designations” (TASKING)
Date: May 12, 1999
Suspense Date: May 27, 1999
Target Audience: Administrative Contracting Officers (ACOs), Corporate
Administrative Contracting Officers (CACOs)

Requirement(s):
l A Commercial Designations IPT, sponsored by the Office of the Secretary of Defense, is
reviewing Government and industry concerns with commercial item determinations (FAR 12.1,
Acquisition of Commercial Items), especially those instances where contracting officers have
made different decisions regarding the same item.
l Among the IPT’s functions are to evaluate the consistency of determinations that have
been accomplished, assess impacts of differing interpretations of the definition of commercial
items, explore whether these concerns warrant a change in the process used to designate
items as commercial, and determine whether additional guidance is needed regarding what
makes an item or service commercial. A listing of IPT members is attached.
l At a recent IPT meeting, industry representatives reported that ACOs and CACOs are in
some cases making recommendations (sometimes phrased as decisions) on the commerciality
of items or services. The purpose of this tasking is not to encourage or discourage our
involvement in this area - it is to assess our current level of involvement in making commercial
item or service determinations. It would assist us greatly if ACOs and CACOs who are or have
been involved in making determinations of commerciality could informally report on their level
of activity, and how they are arriving at their recommendations. Please respond via email or
telephonically to the points of contact listed below.
l PLAS process code 041 is appropriate for activity under this tasking

Points of Contact:
Mr. Paul Farley, Director, Contract Business Operations (DCMC-OA), email:
paul farley@,hq.dla.mil, telephone (703)767-2443 or DSN 427-2443.
Mr. Dave Mabee, Contract Business Operations (DCMC-OA), email:
Dave mabee@hq.dla.mil, telephone (703) 767-8484 or DSN 427-8484.
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List of Commercial Desienations IPT Members

NAME ORG/OFFICE SYMBOL
Ms. Jill Pettibone DCMC-0
Mr. Paul Farley DCMC-OA
Mai Terrv Wilkins. USAF DCMCC-H

J _I /

LtC Dave Mason Air Force
Co1 Terrv Ranev Air Force

Navy
DLSC

DI,SC/GC

CAPT Sam Collins,
Ms. Anne Burleigh
Ms. Mar-v Clark
Mr. Larry Trowel
Mr. Art Charles
Mr. Shawn James
Mr. Terry Schneider
Ms. Dixie Bennett
Mr. Jim Serafin
Mr. Chuck Adams

Mr. Lou Gaudio
Mr. Charles Cantus
Mr. Bert Conklin
Ms. Leantha Summer

1 Mr. Bill Mounts

Aerospace Industries Association
AerosDace Industries Association

1

DOD IG
DCAA
AmY

Electronic Industries Association
Integrated Dual-Use Commercial

Company
Logistics Management Institute/OSD

Professional Services Council
Professional Services Council

I

OSDI
OSD
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